

















but she does not qualify based on the edu-
cation and internship requirements.
More than her Midwestern roots—and
her tendency to like to move earth—her
sense of responsibility as a citizen and her
love of design fuel her efforts, both to in-
crease permeable surface and to streamline
the process of doing so for city residencs. “I
don't know of many landscape architects
who do policy work. Landscape designers
are usually not involved when codes are
written and land use planning is taking
place. That's where this kind of change
happens.” In addition to getting the per-
mit fee reduced, Martin also simplified che
form icself from four pages to one, mak-
ing it much easier for residents to navigate
city bureaucracy. Explains Martin, “I care
abour che quality of the experience of pub-
lic space in my town. I noticed that sig-
nificant public resources were going into
‘greening’ by the city—wichout taking
into account how that could be done for
multiple benefits—stormwarer, habitar,
etc. This prompred me to start a dialogue
about how the city could make smarter in-
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“[This is] the beginning
L.
of something that could
recluce flooding if it's
implemented on a
wider scale.”

vestments in infrastructure and how indi-
vidual efforts could add up at the level of
the neighborhood and wartershed to make
a significant impact.”

Martin bemoans the fact chat San Fran-
cisco still does not have a comprehensive
greening plan for public spaces. Yet, she
says, there has been a sea change in the way
the city thinks. “We've changed the con-
cept of encroachment—using public space
for private benefic—rto private use of pub-
lic space for public benefit.” And her proj-
ects have had such a ripple effect that wich
or without a plan on paper, much of the
city’s gray is on its way to becoming green,
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a fact that has not gone unnoticed by city
agencies. Says the Public Utilities Com-
mission’s Rosey Jencks, “Jane's projects
have raised public awareness and support
for our agency's increasing use of green in-
frascructure to capture, reuse, and trear San
Francisco’s stormwater runoff.”

After Martin’s Shoewell project went in
the ground, the Bureau of Urban Forestry’s
Paul Sacamano said cautiously, “It’s the be-
ginning of something that could reduce
flooding if it’'s implemented on a wider
scale. It’'s important because it’s the first of
its kind; there may be others like it in the
furure.” Just six years later, Martin’s efforts
have gone viral. The DPW recently created
another half dozen street bulb outs and con-
sulted Martin about how to best maximize
the area char can be planted. Bur possibly
che most telling sign of success is the 700-
plus permit applications sitting on desks at
the DPW, waiting for processing.

Lisa Owens Viani is a writer in the Bay
Area and a frequent contributor io Landscape
Architecture.
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